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'.~1••r Ae: This S~,(!deb,r is intended lor a box to be run in conjunction

• ",;ith tI,lrnnet5ty 'and RecDnstruction." 

L~ AMlfEstrIES FOR 6M.ALLER COliVUIlSIPN.,S 

LV James Reston Jr. 
1E'" Idf!~)f; 

The other amnesties in American 'listory. are sicr,nifi.qantu ~orE!' 
, ~ ) ,,(}! , 

lor their n~mber than for their content. Over hal f the rre~3iderits 

in our history. 19,'have declared amnesties in one i'orm or another.'; 

In the maJ~prtty of these cases, 11 :;roclamatiol1S, amnesty has 
'/" " 

been deOl'g'J"~d :i:o y direct, armed rebellion an~ainst >1.e authority' 

of th~,.U~S. p;6:~~rmne.nt"""Qn action "hicb falls squarely under 

the de.finit.'tQn of treason. In 10 inr:::tances, omnesty has been 


\.~ ~),j!'T. ", ,v:, (y -. '; .' 

declaretlit::tor dasertlon or draft evasion, and in one instance 
,~,f': t~'"; :J'~l' _, ' ,~r;. 

10rco11~a~~~'~~: ~ith Lhe enemy. Amnesty is, in short,'deep 
in t1),e A!'1erioa't1·q~d i tion. ""': 

." _,1"',',.;> f .i 1 ",'i.f(l ; .' ._ 

d~'<l"~,rg-L~,,{.Wasl'lington declared a r'1nesty for those convi:.cted 
or untrled''T9artlcinants in the Wrliskey E'ebellion Qf 179,4. Amnesty 

cq~e sreedily sElven m'l nthsafter t.he rebel.1ion. :d«:r,,,,', 
1 ;. 

, .John 'Adams6eclared a "full, free, and absolute~'ar.doti'" for 
'd; .1>:'" ' 

Gevel'sl hun<lred reo.~l si'in the Fries uDrisin~ or 1199" including 

t.h~') eader, John 1~,ies, who had been convicted of trea~~n ond 
.,!¥,oi"fe n';~~j~'Jto d ea th .. 

'~HJ:iIJ(iij '}ri1, I 

, '·"'i(,.f~6lJr8's Jefferson nardoned any cdpvic,tedunder theSe,~1:tion 


·(J:1!ctt'~rq.:C'jfiZij8 which'J'r:~de it a crirne to J;~eak; (liSTe8~"ectfuI1Y";~f 

':ll'b~'1'ltla!T,t t'he r'overrtttrent, the 1 resi;'ent or Vice Presiden't. He 


, ',J;,. " ':JeUge .r '. 

~rso~"d'eCla:r'ed the first amnesty for deserters 'irn 1807 on the 
, • i ' 1.: '~.L } 

ff,r:;·, . .,', ~ '. '" , .. 

cotl'd :iJt.ion thEl t they return to service in fo,ur r:wnths .. , 
;~"\~>";~f:}9.~f Madison deal,ared three omnestics for deserters durinc; 


.' '11/j l~~~;' <'ur" of 'lE12 Ofl tOe SCJrne COLd i tion 01 returniwJ.: to:.erviee 

wt~ntJ:ollr 'r onths.. He als~;'" roela ir:ed ij luncsty lor pirates and smugp:lers
l"'.lfofi1fJi ' . 

"{~!~i!fl>s~Q,e area, of iljeW Urleans who aided "the U.S. slide af<:~i.nst the British. 
, OJ, uIir ' , !, ' ;, ' 

,'i('IJP.'~1:;;~1:~:',':' .~:f1.ti ;w.':~I.~eKSQn. deel'a~er1 amnesty for deser.ter~'9(~ 'Jun~, 12, HEjO 
,; ,jfir1~t;f':el'eas )~hem fromftirt 1 , military duty. "fl•• , 

1,B b .' , ,'" " , ' "':',, 

\;slT;:i1iJ~~~j'~'PTesi Its tJiincoln, Johnson, Gl'ii'nt, and MQKi1:na", a,1"e ci'ted 


':r!IJ t.. ('-, 'ff;J~it.c'1 'f!Jn . , ._ -"-f, {~".i.. - " ..' ! i'. "'14 on '('-,
in the artfc' !. ,J" ' ~ ,,' ,- "'" "1"" "'v',:. 

, --- ,d ~( . ,-.I) 
, ( ..,', , , " I 

•.preside, ts Chester A. Arthur"I :1enjamk~~H~j;ris6ntand" hrover 
. ~J.. i" • 

ClevelF.;nd, in the bizarre asnect of America t,S!i mncst-y trad ition, 

~, 



~ ~, j, 
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~ . ~<N~ ~cS~~,(hJ"{J~~/.a. ~I-r L~ 
tiN;~~I:z.J/ri..y~ tf/~/~,..,;.. 4 C~/': ,,/-r /4. 

~; j ~ '''''f~7I''''~~~./~<'fl:'1-'' H .. o_~"-«v~.(' 

e·'/ .)-~/(,;;a.r" o:dt~ i£AfI,{; / ~i.e &~I/~ rrr-L~ ~ JiS.~ & 0 ~j
!:J~t. --J-~~14~?d'" . 

T.:roclaiT,ed a esty for l';ormons, ,. ho wer·;r'''''r'iJ ty of "by";amy t 
'!oly~':amy, or unlawful cohabi ta tion" These "'residents were 

s:';.ecilically authorized to r rocl Dim :lmne5 y for t'lese offences 

by iJ Conpressional Act of l"larch 22, 1882 • 

•Theo~ore Rooseve~t ~eC)ared amnestylfor the widesrread 
rebell ion 1.n the l'hill1.rr.'1.nes after the I lands reverted t.o 

American colonial c~ctrol after t1e Spani h American War. 

Roosevelt nut down t'!e rebel. lion ,it l , tro nS t c<:i~tured Vie 

leader, General Emilio Ar-;uinaldo t ~jndad him s,.ear allegiance 

t.o theUni ted Sta tes. 'l'hereafter t on July }C)Q2, ile roc lc:timedi , 

.' mnes ty • 

• '!:oodrowi~ilson commuted ~'e[jtences oj scme 50 :-eoele 

who had been conv1.cted und';r the :';srionap.;J and Sedition Acts 

\. of 1917, but not Eup~ene Debs. Also under ~i1son, tIle SiGnificant 

\f }nUrdiCk case '.liaS heard.(236 US 79) 1915. ~ilson pardoned

-; XnUrd ick before he \ ad been cOf!.victed of a1y crime, and BiJ rdick

l ~~refused the 'reardon. 'rhe SurreH'e C""lrtr:ll~ed that ,f'rantiing 

~. .) pardon cid not necessariJ y i'llply'uil t. If is case i::: f unda,enta11y
:JI "\,I ~ imrortant to ~ar resisters abr0ad today, tho have said they 


~! '" ou ld no t accer,t an amnesty i it i. "finl ied i":uil to:::' ArOrl". doin"·. 


'," ,j\ .'tJarren G. Hardinp; rel eased Debs from TTison"ith remainirlfJ;
,~ )I' 
~ 'i! ~ disabi 1 ities, feelinv, that !"ubl ic oninion avored rel case, 

I ~~ b£~~r~antinr: to cond0nc Deb ' off(;nces.l+rlt/~/4..(,v;) .,e,Ckd.,d.t.{... ~ 
~~ ~ ~ -~ Coolidr;e r-;ranted aITInE;sty to deserters between 

;,~ i~ the cessation of hositilies in,rldar I an.-'] the si(roin 

('~V of the armi:~tice. de released th(; ma.jadty of en still in 

{f jail for orld ar I offences. 


~ .Franklin Roosevelt D"'oc'I,:d ed 8'f'nesty on Lec. 23, FI33 


coverin~ a variety of orld ~ar I offences • 

• Harry Truman created b three man :i-'resideL.ltial Amne"ty 

Board on Dec. 23, 1946 to review the cases of 15,000 military 

offenders in Federal custod y. He pardoned only about ~,OOO of 

these in t~e end. This case b case analysis is su~~ested by 

SOTe as ar ronriate for the f'C);'t-Vietnam r eriod, but it is 

absurd to u::,~e the ·r·ractice afteI' t1w most popul ar irJar in American 

hist ory as a 1":1ooel tor the P10 f,t d ivis ive war in this century. 

The differences between the t~o wars are startllng: (1) Total 
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desertion i~~hie entire'.orJd.ar II reriod ran 24,000 cases, 

as compared to 432,000 from 1965-72.; (2) Draft evasion was 

the lowest in iIlerican tiston in\\;orld~var II; una (;~) 70% 
of the elirrible !:.ales submi.tted to ;r:ilitar:y se:'vice in 'orld 

--::/ Viar II, com-oared to only 30% in Vietnam. (tlJht:nt.sCiA,,,.ty~.!!:ud-l'N'I'<&./.«.l·~""'­
~CFn&C-,~a.-tfVl.... , 

.Dwight Eisenhower rroc18i"ed no amneflty tor the 18,000 

deserters in the horean \Nar. Bov,ever, on Sent. 6, 1953, 

his ar Department announced its '~ol icy towards the coIl abor tion 

of many of the 4 ,'·Q8 American }'O\vs in Chinese or North K.orean 

h:Jnds. ,luch collaboration "ith t l,e enemy fell under the 

definition of treason. The 81,rJouncement stated that any 

prosecution \vould require the limos compellitlf~ and convinciw:? 

evidence" thbt a serious offence was commttted. No ::ne v;as 

ever rosecuted. 'llhis rol icy is '~e levan t toda y to the 

1 uebI0 affair and the recent .1:0, st:::>ries of co llaboration 

induced by torture in North ~i tnam. 
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