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gﬁke: This s}ﬁebgr is 1ntended ior 4 box to be run in conjunction
' with " nebty ‘and Reconstruction.™
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The othef“émneqties~in American history are 31Tnifiqant¢more
for their number than for their content. Over half the rrehldent ',
in our nistory, 19, have declared umnesties in one form or another.
In the m&jority of tnese cases, 11 »roclamations, amnesty has
been declaved fo» direct, armed rebellion acainst ':ne authority
of the u. 3. vQVernmant,”an action which falle squarely under
the deflnltion of treason. In 10 instances, smnesty has been
declareég(orﬂdesertion or draft evasion, and in one 1nstdnce

i1or collaﬂbma&&pn with the enemy. Amnesty is, in short," deep

in the Americéﬁ@ﬁéadltion. “ e
,.George Washington declared smnesty for those conv1cted A

or untrled ﬁ@rticlnants in the Whiskey Febellion of 1794. Amnesty

came sreedily seven months after the rebellion, rm‘,

A .John ‘Adams ‘declared a "full, free, and’ absolute *aréo&” for

evera? hundred rebg]s in the Fries uprising of 1?99, includlnp
».the;1eader, ‘John #niea, who had been convicted of treason snd
faggyencea to death.
, vm.Thomas Jefferson rardoned any. cwpv1cted under the Qeéiﬁion
”%c%ro ok 798 mhlchxvade it a crime to erealt disres: eotiully of
'wmhe‘ilam, the ﬂoverﬁﬁent, the Iresi“ent or Vice yre~1@ent, He

~dlsd“6eclared the first amnesty for deserters, xn 1807 on the
coﬁdytlen ‘that they return to service in four r"mflths.
o nqﬁmes Madison declared three smnesties for deserters during
rmjthe Curp of 1£12 on tne same cordition ol returnine to :ervice
twﬁﬁgmﬂ iour ronths. He als® - ~roclaired zuncsty lor pirates and smugglers

I003;

;?ig;@»ﬁ%e ares of wew Urleans who sided the U.S., side againet the British.
LT

;??leum' .ﬁhdﬁ w”Jacxsgn deeclarer dmn“Sty for deserters on June 12, 18%0
- ’ané,reie&s ”%hem from furt‘ military duty. oy Ja“

‘138 bgm ol ! i 7
;'mmnﬁ?; e51 ts uincoln, Johncon, Grant, and Minqlg are cited
i b ; ' e ; ,((

1n ‘the 8rt1L ', ”Jv\ S < o oy S

+rreside ts Chester A. Arthur,; enjamgg Harrlson, and hrOVar
Cleveleand, in tne bizarre asrect of ﬂmerlcs G mncsty trddltlon,
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esty for iformons, who were zuilty of "by-amy,

nroclaimed a

=0lyramy, or unlawful cohabitation" These |rresidents were

smecilically authorized to rroclaim cmnesty for tnese offences
by 4 Conrressional Act of March 22, 1882,

+Theodore Roosevelt declared amnesty
rebellion in the Phillirrines after the I

American colonial control after Lnae Spani

for the widesrread
lands reverted to
h American war,

Roosevelt put down tne rebellion it trodrs, curtured the
leader, General BEmilio Aguinaldo, usnd -ad
to thelnited States, Thereafter, on July 4, 1902, he - roclaimed

cmnesty.

him swear allegiance

.voodrow vwilson commuted centences of scue 50 veorle
who had been convicted und:r the ¥srionage and Sedition Acts
of 1917, but not Humene Debs., Also under Wilson, the significant
Burdick case was heard,(2%& US 79) 1915, ﬁi?son vardoned
\g \Burdick before he had been convicted of any crime, and burdick
g §\refused the nardon. The Surreme (- urt rulled that ~ran@ing
\3 Q prardon did not necessarily imply -uilt. This case ic fundaentally
¥ imrortant to war resisters abroad today, yho have said they

S? would not accert an amnesty i it iwplied {wuilt or wron- doine,
Y\ .Narren G, Harding released Debs from rrison .ith remsinine
g S)§r\disabiiities, feeling that ~ublic oninion favored relcase,

f\@*&i\ byt got santing to condone Deb:! offences.y%%fmﬁﬁmﬂ;ﬁﬁdhgazaédkﬁég><
;Q’? y Tvin Coolidge sranted amnesty to deserters between
é 3 t the cessation of hositilies in :»rld 'ar I and the sirnin

\§, of the armistice. ile released the ma.odty of ~en still in

g& Jail for orld ar I offences,

.Franklin Roosevelt rroclui ed smnesty on tec. 23, 1733
coverine a variety of wortd sar I offences.

.Harry Truman crested & three man Fresidential Amnecty
Board on bec. 23, 1946 to review the cases of 15,000 military
offenders in Federal custody. He rardoned only about %000 of
these in the end. This case bv case analysis is sugmrested by
come as ar ronriate for the rort-Vietnam - eriod, but it is
absurd to use the rractice after the most ponular war in American
history as a model lor the moest divisive war in this century.
The differences between the tuwo wars are startling: (1) Total



desertion ilf the entire (orld :ar II reriod ran 24,000 cases,

as compared to 432,000 from 1965-72; (2) Draft evasion was

the lowest in Aerican hisbbdpyp in world wWar II; wnd (7) 70%

of the elicible nales submitted to miiitary service in -orld

war II, compared to only %0% in Vietnam.(%)04£$§Zf€:§%§?74ﬁ+/awfw“w’
+Dwight Eisenhower rroclaived no amnesty for tne 18,000

deserters in the horean war. ilowever, on Sent. &, 1953,

his .ar Derartment announced its —olicy towards the collabor tion

of many of the 4,428 American POWs in Chinese or North Korean

hands. such collaboration with t:e enemy fell under the

definition of treason., The anuouncement stated that any

prosecution would rejuire the "most compelliuns and convincing

evidence" that a serious offernce was committed., No une was

ever rrosecuted. This rolicy is relevant today to the

tueblo affair and the recent Q. stories of ccllaboration

induced by torture in North Vi tnam,
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