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Southern Justice and the Case of Joan Little

loan Little gained national altten-
v in 1975 when she was acquitted
murder in the death of a prison
trd she claimed had tried to mpe
, After the triul in Raleigh, N. C,,
was returned to jail to serve out
even-to-10 year term for breaking
| entering. Miss Little escaped lust
ober and was captured two months
ir'in Brooklyn. The State of North
olina is secking her extradition.

-By Nadine Cohodas

HAPEL HILL, N.C.—After 23 years
b2 North, I moved South five and
I years ago Lo Raleigh, N.C., sure
i I was descending into a strange
| where whites ruled the roost with
nhome facades that belied shrewd,
gl hearts.
ke many othér Yankees moving
th, T thought the horrors of the
and 60's civil rights m&vement
existed, that there was little or
ustice for blacks.
was, of course, wrong, The North
lina that I have seen is different.
view comes from years of report-
on local government and the North
lina court system, and for & time,
oing ta law school at the  state
ersity, surrounded by people born
raised here and content Lo remain
VET.
have seen blacks defended by (he
| able white lawyers in the state
y of the defendants have been ac-
od. Some have been convicted of
r charges than those origindlly
ght against them, and still others
 heen given less than the maxi-
| sentence #llowed as the result
ceessful plea bargaining.
¢ number of black lawyers in the
{8 increasing—many are in pri-
: ce but some have joined
srusecution's side, While most of
state's judges still are white,
3 are now being elected and ap-
ed“to the ‘trial-and appelele
S

of racial strife, There are inequi-
in North Carolina’s society that
leaye blacks with the short end
e stick and there still are incl-
- that seem unjust and carry a
g taint of racism, But in my view,
“are the exceptions and not the

nd myself increasingly disturbed,
angry, at suggestions that the
s legal system is a kangaroo
run by officials still first cousins
mon Legree, The most recent ex-
> of this was a long Associated
Interview with Joan Little.

n Little was tnterviewed in a New
City jail Dec. 21 following her
¢ in Brooklyn.

m her New York cell she told
terviewer that she would “rather
han be extradited to face charges
r escape. She asserted that prisan
als had harassed her, disciplined
nfairly and worst of all, she said,

be sure, this does not mark the

bad failed to give her medical treat-
ment for what could have been tubgr-
culosis.

The story of the interview went
across the nation to Associated Press
subscribers. My paper in Raleigh ran
it, but not without requiring the staff
to do what any responsible reporters
should do—giving the other side the
opportunity to respond.

The results of our inquiries illustrate
the pitfalls of “good copy''—the racy
quote from the notorious figure and
the reliance on what people probably
feel exists “down there™ in the South.

According to prison officials, Miss
Little was disciplined for missing work
under a work-release program. Her
employver confirmed that she had
failed to show up for her job on sever-
&l occasions though he could not recall
specific dates when contacted by re-
porters.

Alter intervention by Gov. James B.
Hunt Jr. at the request of the news-
paper, prison officials agreed to dis-
cuss Miss Little’s medical records.
She was given a chest X-ray upon*
her entrance to the prisen, a rou-
tine procedure. After she tokd the head
prison’ nurse of her worries about
tuberculosis, her X-ray was read by
8 radiologist who was informed of
Miss Little’s concern, He found no evi-
dence of the disease. .

How many papers carried the inter-
view and how many contacted North
Caralina officials for response? How
many people read the story and shook
their heads in confirmation of what
they 5o long had known sbout Dixie?

The bottom line seems obvious. Reli-
ance on stereotypes and preconceived
nptions, while common to us all, has
little use and is, in fact, dangerous.
It is deadly to those of us in the busi-
ness ol communicating information.
Any distortions are magnified ten
thousandiold in the morning paper
and  breadcast to millions &5 the
EVENInE news,

Most of us, reporters or not, make
few claims to obfectivity. The least
we can do is be fair.

Nadine Cohodas is' a reporter with
The News and Observer in Raleigh,
N.C.
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By James Reston Jr.

HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. — Several
weoeks ago, on the day Joan Little was
recaptured in Brooklyn, 1 was down
at the little country store nearby, and
I asked the proprietor, Clarence Lioyd,
if he'd heard the news, He'd heard
something about it, the old retired
farmer 4dllowed, as if he was trying
to force it from his mind. .

“She'll come back with some big
story,” he said disgustedly. “It's the
worst damn thing I ever heard of."

Clarence’s attitude expressed the
general feeling here about this latest
Joan Lirtle whirl. Not again. Not
another round of Joan Little and her

infuriating attorney Jerry Paul. The
state might not be able to take It

In this lies the reason why Joan Lit-
tle should not be extradited to North
Carolina from New York. Here she is
not a feminist symbol or & black sym-
bol. Here her name has nothing to
do with prison reform or the death
penalty. Rather, she is the symbol of
North Carolina’s embarrassment be-
fore the nation.

For over a year in 1974 and 1975,
as it is seen by most North Carolin-
ians, the rest of the country had its
fin st the expense of their siate.
Gpaded by Mr, Paul, many up North
viewed the investigation and trial of
Joan Little as a glorious nostalgia trip,
returning to the Oid Scuth of helplass
black victims and brutish white law
enforcement. The feminist element,
and the fact that she was on trial for
her life, gave the case a 1970's fresh-
ness that a straight civil rights case
could not have conveysd. Marches
and placards, for a brief moment,
came back into vogue.

The cleverness of Mr. Paul's defense
was that he put the stat¢ of North
Caralina on trial in return, and most
North Carolinians found that a hideous
experience. And when the to-do was
over and the outsiders left, the back-
jash was fierce, Naturally, it focused
on Jerry Paul, building from his con-
tempt conviction that arese from the
celebrated case. Mr. Paul's contempt
came out of his heated sdyocacy 1o
have sophisticated fury ssiection tech-
niques employed in the early days of
the trial, techniques which the old-
fashioned judge, Hamilton Hobgood,
wanted to disallow. The judge was
clearly wrong in his intransigence, and
after Mr. Paul's challenge, Judge Hob-
good became more flexible, But In the
special atmosphere of postuloan Little
justice, contempt evidently equils
disbarment.

This same retribution will surely n-
fect any hearing that Joan Little might
fucn here, in the event she 5 roturned,
There is no way that she could be treat-
ed as any other escapee or as any
other prisoner. In any proceeding on
sentencing, Joun Little can expect the
maximum, What North Carolina judge
will look sympathetically &t the
human ordeal that Joan Little has suf-
fered in the last two years? The predis-
position will be that she's just telling
another “big story." Many have [or-
gotten that she was acquitted of the
murder tharge, or if they haven't for-
gotten, they're determined that she
should serve just as much time in
prison as if she had been convicted.
More Joan Little legal proceedings In
North Carolina will turn the present
mean atmosphere even meaner,

And no amount of outside criticism
over our justice system seems to affect
the present mood. Gov. James B, Hunt
Jr.'s posture in the Wilmington 10
case proves the point. Recentiv, when
a delegation-of liberal congressmen
came to the state to plead for a pardon
of the 10, Governor Hunt refused to
sée the visitors and a week laler
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NISTON, Ala.—Sentiment in our
ture parliament, the Courthouse
r Shop, has shifted toward Egypt
he shop’s prime minister is still
1 element of the Israeli lobby in
nited States.

my Turner is a hard-shell Baptist
for that reason, he tends to be
joked by the State Department as
werful defender of the Jewish

re are a handful of men in
ington who, despite being laun-

at places like Princeton for
natic careers, haven't forgotien
reatine in small, Bible-belt towns.

Israel’s
Other
Supporters

By H. Brandt Ayers

in terms of political influence. Influ-

that curseth thee.” Says Jimmy, "The
Bible tells me that, and so ¥m not
about to come down on the side of no
A-rab.”

Wealthy Jewish publishers, al-
torneys and industrialists may be
articulating the case in the corridors
of power but they are backed up by
some 25 million evangelical Christians
in places like the Blue Eye Baptist
Church here i Calhoun County.

That commitment was expressed by
Billy Graham himself in a recent
address to the American Jewish Com-
mittée in which he said, “Evangelical
Christians especially have an affinity

announced that letters after the con-
gressmen's visit were running 2 to 1
against a pardon. So the old ]860's
nostalgia exists for the prosecution
as well. No outside agitators, please,
Joan Little's friends, if she has any
left, had better win her case in New
York.

The details of her escape and recap-
ture are pathetic, Within & few weaks
of certain parole, she acceded to the
pressure of her boyiriend, Vernell
Muhammad to escape. Mr, Muhammad,
who had proposed marriage to her,
met her on the vther side of the fenca
and drove her to New York. But Mr.
Muhammad, according to Jerry Paul,
was in trouble, having beén arrested
for shooting a man five limes, once in
the head, In time, he and Joan had
some arguments, and when she would
not dd his bidding, he turned her in.
Some love.

“If I were Joan Little," a friend of
mine said a few days age, "I'd become
a feminist."

For whatéver irrational behavior this
woman may now exhibit, those who
used her as the symbol of their inter-
ests, must bear some responsibility.
To argue that Joan Little’s current dis-
tress: has nothing to do with these in-
terest groups, as if their symbol had
let them down, is arrogant nonsense,
Who wouldn't be depressed and irra-
tional after all this woman has been
asked to bear in the last two years?

The best solution—I{or North Caroli-
na and certainly for Joan Little—is
to leave her for a short time with
the anonymity of a New York jail.
The justice system has no stake in a
long incarceration for her. Her case
is sui generis.

James Reston [Ir, is author of “The
Innocence of Joan Little: A Southern

Mystery.

Carter’s Mid%

By James Reston
WASHINGTON, Jan, 5—President
Carter is giving the Israelis and the
Egyptians the 50-50 treatment. He
confuses Prime Minister Begin on Mon-
days, Wednesdavs and Fridays, and
confuses President Sadal on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdavs. The follow-
ing week, he reassures Mr. Begin to the
dismay of Mr. Sadat and vice versa.
But he hiss & purpose,

It's an ipteresting lechnique. It
may be effective or ineffective, right
or wrong; but it would, I believe, be
a mistake to assume that he’s using
provocative words accidentally, out of
inexperience. In fact, he is being pre-
cisely imprecise,

Mr. Carter has been clear and simple
in saymg that be is not advocating a
"“Palestinian  state™ This troubled
Sadat and encouraged Begin. But when
he talks about Palestinian “'rights”

" rather than “Interests” and a “'Pales-

tinian homeland ™ and then says, as
he did at Aswan in Egypt, that the
Palestinigns should be enabled “to
participate in the determination of
their own future,” this troubles Begin
and reassures Sadat.

This Is a verv delicate exercise full
of historical memories, “Homeland” is
what the Jews fought for—that is fo
say, their own independent “home"
and soversign state of Israel. And
when Mr. Carter talks about the *'legit-
imate rights" of the Palestinian people
to “participate  in the determinafion
of their own future,” he summons up
dreams and ghosts out of the past.

Mr, Carter knows very well that his
use of the word “determination” re-
calls Woodrgw Wilson's eyangelical
campaign for the “self-determination”
of peoples. From the time of the Bal-
four Declaration 1o the days of Presi-
dent Truman, this was the moral prin-
ciple on which the Jewish state was
founded. It i= precisely the principle
Mr. Sadat and the other Arab leaders
have been using in support of the crea-
tion of a Palestinian “state,” and which
Mr, Begin rejects for the Palestinians.

“We nre not beating around the
bush,” Prime Minister Begin has been
quoted as saying. “To us, self-determi-
nation means a Palestinian state and
we're not poing to Agree to any such
mortal denger to Israel

The Isruclis are not going fo agree
to It hetause “sell-determination”
means exaotly what it says—the right
to determine the “seli” of a sovereign
state—to refect, s the Jews did, the
notion that thelr population could be
limited by the “absorbtive capacity™ of
the land, and that lsrael could there-
fore not be deleated in war but over-
whelmed by the immigration ‘and fer-
tlity of the Arab peoples.

So' what to do? Mr, Carter, as I
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